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IN JAPAN: Mr. Keiji Tamada reads his Braille New Testament. He is a student 
in the Institute of Christian Studies of Kanto Gakuin University, 
Mutsuura, Kanazawa-ku, Yokohama, and an 
interpreter for two English Bible classes 
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An original volume of the Gutenberg Bible and other early printed Bibles on display in Brussels attracted over 
8,000. persons. Here Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, grandmother of the Ring of Belgium, views the exhibit. 


Western Europe 
The Bible Comes Back 


AST YEAR the Belgian Bible Society commemo- 
1B rated the five-hundredth anniversary of the 
Gutenberg Bible by organizing a Bible exhibition 
and a public meeting in Brussels. Both events were 
held under the patronage of Her Majesty, Queen 
Elizabeth, grandmother of the present King of Bel- 
gium. 

An original volume of the Gutenberg Bible and 
other valuable early printed Bibles were on display. 
No fewer than 8,000, including the Queen herself, 
visited the exhibit, according to Mr. P. Caufriez, 
General Secretary of the Belgian Bible Society. 

In reporting on this notable anniversary Mr. 
Caufriez said that a considerable advance had been 
made by the Bible Society in gaining the esteem of 
the Churches. He went on to say that this new in- 
terest in the Bible is remarkable because twenty-five 
years ago there was open hostility to Bible distribu- 
tion and to the Evangelical Church in general. 

M. Olivier Béguin, General Secretary of the United 
Bible Societies, in New York last month for meetings 
with Secretaries of American, Netherlands, and Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Societies, supported this state- 


ment and added that there was a sharp increase if} 
interest in many European Bible Societies. 

In an article in the most recent Bulletin of the Unitea@ 
Bible Societies, M. Béguin reported that at the past 
meeting in Boldern, Switzerland, of the United Bible 
Societies, he noticed a renewal of missionary emphasis 
among European Societies. 

‘There was a growing consciousness,” he wrote,! 
“that Bible Societies must not be merely publishing} 
houses, nor solely agents for the sale of Scriptures. 

‘“The translation of the Word of God into the} 
different languages of mankind, its publication in as 
large editions as possible, and its distribution through! 
colportage and other means, were seen as equally} 
important aspects of this missionary nature of the} 
Bible Societies. Even if the majority of the continental| 
Societies, formed on the basis of this missionary con-} 
cern, lost their Apostolic sense during the intervening} 
years, yet the important thing is that they are redis-} 
covering now this missionary dimension that belongs | 
to all true Bible Societies. 

‘“This renewal takes two forms. On the one hand 
a number of Societies—in Germany and Norway, for | 
example—are reconsidering the problem of the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures within their own coun- 
tries. Although officially every citizen is born into 
membership of the State Church, many Christians 

(Continued on page 79) 
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VOLUME 101 


HE YEAR 1955 will go 

down in history as one 
of great achievement for 
those who love the Bible 
and support the American 
Bible Society’s historic pur- 
pose of encouraging “‘a 
wider circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures without 
note or comment.” On 
May 10, 1956 the one hun- 
dred fortieth Annual Meet- 
ing of the Society was held 
in New York. A high light 
of the meeting was the 
presentation of the Board of 
Managers Report. 1n50 pages 
this report summarized 
the advancement of the 
Bible cause during the pre- 
ceding year. 

The theme for the Report 
was ‘“The Bible Speaks To- 
day.” This title was more than a theme, however; it was 
a statement of fact. To speak to a man the Bible must 
first be in his language, in his hands and available in his 
own country at a price he can afford to pay. Toward these 
ends the Report summarized the accomplishments of the 
American Bible Society in 1955: 
sent forth at home and abroad 908,000 Bibles, 1,612,739 
‘Testaments, 12,397,614 Gospels and other Portions—a 
‘total of 14,918,353, the fourth largest distribution in the 
Society’s history; 
supplied nearly 150 tons of paper for printing thousands 
of Bibles, Testaments and Illustrated Portions in eastern 
Europe; 
provided chaplains of the Armed Forces and the Veterans 
Administration with 1,397,100 volumes of Scriptures in 
response to specific requests; 
published the remarkable Illustrated New Testament, 
with nearly 600 pictures; 
circulated in the South Atlantic District for the fifth suc- 
cessive year over a million volumes of the Scriptures; 
‘saw the circulation in Latin America again exceed all 
past years by rising to 3,540,770 volumes, yet found the 
demand exceeding the supply; 

‘sent out to the blind 53,371 volumes and Talking Book 
records; 
rejoiced in the first appearance of the new Japanese 
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In 1955 the American Bible Society sent forth 14,918,353 volumes 
of the Scriptures. Here a missionary in Japan teaches the Bible to a 
pupil in her Sunday school. 
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Advancing in Faith 


Colloquial Bible, designed 
for easier understanding by 
the ordinary reader; 
issued the first Old Test- 
ament in Luvale (Africa), 
the newly revised Bible in 
Tshwa (Africa), the first 
Gospel in Tiruray (Philip- 
pines), the first New Tes- 
tament in Conob, and the 
first Gospels in Tzutujil 
(Guatemala), Chinantec, 
Oaxaca Chontal, Mezqui- 
tal Otomi (Mexico); 
participated in making re- 
visions of the translations 
of the whole Bible in 
Spanish, Portuguese, Ara- 
bic, Modern Armenian, 
Bulu, Luba-Lulua, Thai, 
Hiligaynon (Panayan), Ce- 
buan, Bicol and Tagalog; 
began new efforts to aid 
Bible readers through the preparation of concordances 
in Kuoyii Chinese, Luba-Lulua, Spanish and Portuguese; 
experienced another successful year in the promotion of 
Worldwide Bible Reading with the circulation of more 
than 14,800,000 reading lists and the publication in 
periodicals of many millions more; 

issued two new motion pictures, ““The Living Word in 
Japan” and ‘‘My Right and My Cause”’; 

yet planned in faith for still greater activity by 1956— 
enlarging the current budget by $128,000 over the 1955 
income and seeking $590,500 more for still wider distribu- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures. 

The story of the advance of the American Bible Society 
in 1955 is an exciting one. It is a review of a mammoth task 
in process. It is the story of the Churches and individuals 
at work together on the priority that Jesus set forth so 
clearly nearly twenty centuries ago: “‘. . . The Gospel must 
first be published among all nations” (Mark 13: 10). 


The Board of Manager’s Report, “The Bible Speaks 
Today,” has been printed in a limited edition. A copy 
will be sent to anyone upon receipt of ten cents. Address 
requests: Recording Secretary, American Bible Society, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Europe Begins Again 


A European colporteur at work. 


EN YEARS after the end of fighting in Europe some 
Ter the terrible scars of war are still visible. Large 
vacant areas in London, Berlin, Stuttgart and else- 
where are silent reminders of war’s desolation. In 
some cities piles of rubble are all that remain of once 
stately buildings. Slowly the rubble is being removed, 
streets widened, new buildings erected; and today 
some very old cities have a new appearance. 

Everywhere is the evidence of physical suffering. 
In hospitals and homes there are thousands who can 
never leave their beds. However, even the damage to 
human bodies has in many cases been repaired, and 
new usefulness and power been developed. 

The deepest wounds are those left on the spirit of 
the people, and these often are the hardest to heal. 
New homes, new factories, a restored economy and 
political freedom have not entirely remedied the bit- 
terness and sorrow. ‘The corrosion of a people’s spirit 
cannot be pushed away like rubble by bulldozers. 
Only the love of Christians, actively expressed in 
deeds of mercy and good will, can restore the spir- 
itual life to health and vitality. Such love will erase 
the spiritual scars more effectively than new build- 
ings can cover a city’s devastation. 

In May 1945 a prominent churchman from Europe, 
speaking to the Foreign Missions Board of a large 
denomination in the United States, said that in addi- 
tion to food, clothing and housing, Europe had three 
other primary needs. The first was for rebuilt churches. 
The second was for trained young pastors. But the 
third and greatest need was for Bibles. Many people 
had lost their Bibles when their homes were destroyed, 
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or when they fled before the moving lines of battle. 
Pulpit Bibles had been burned when churches were 


bombed. Publishing houses that printed Bibles had | 


been confiscated or destroyed. It was not uncommon 
to find only one Bible in a village, and for that Bible 
to be passed from home to home for only an hour’s 
or a day’s reading by each family. In prison and 
refugee camps a Bible might be broken up so that 


single sheets of Scriptures could be passed from person | 
to person. ‘‘Now,” said the speaker, “the most urgent | 


need is for a plentiful supply of Bibles; for without 
the truth and hope which the Bible proclaims, Europe 
cannot rebuild on solid foundations.” 

What Americans have done to provide food, cloth- 
ing, medicines, new homes, new opportunities and 
economic security to the people of Europe is common 
knowledge. Apparently too little has been reported 
of the tremendous effort to resupply Europe with the 
printed Word of God, for some persons are now say- 
ing that Europe is without Bibles and that little or 
nothing has been done to meet the postwar demand 
for Scriptures. 

Let us look at the record: 

Before the war the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety had maintained Agencies in most of the coun- 
tries of Europe. Scriptures printed in England were 
distributed widely. By war’s end many of England’s 
printing plants were in ruins or could not obtain 
paper. The national and provincial Bible Societies 
on the Continent were unable to begin producing 
Scriptures immediately for their own areas. The great 
printing plant of the Wiirttemberg Bible Society in 


A volunteer gives his holiday time to distribute Scriptures. 
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Stuttgart was in ruins, though fortunately most of its 
printing plates were undamaged. 

It remained for the Churches of the United States, 
through the American Bible Society, to step into the 
breach. Anticipating the need and the opportunity a 
World Emergency Fund was raised. 

Before the war ended and for several years there- 
after a Secretary was employed in Switzerland who 
was able from this ‘neutral country to arrange ship- 
ments of Scriptures to many of the prisoner-of-war 
camps in central and eastern Europe. As the prisoners 
were graduaily repatriated, there developed a great 
tide of refugees from eastern Europe who were fleeing 
‘to the west. These destitute people have crossed the 
border with few or no possessions. Today many refu- 
gees have lost all sense of spiritual values, and some 
bitterly declare that, if there is a God, He has for- 
saken them. Pastors, theological students, YMCA 
workers and other trained people are stationed at 
many camps to help the refugees. Every person who 
wants a Bible, New Testament or Gospel in his own 
language may have one simply by asking for it. The 
workers know that, when their supplies of Scriptures 
are low, they have only to ask the Bible Society, and 
more books will be sent to them for distribution. 

From 1945 through 1954, the American Bible 
Society provided almost eight million volumes of Scrip- 
tures to Europeans. During the same period at least 
_two million dollars were given to help restore printing 
facilities, and to provide raw materials for Bible 
printing in Europe. 

More can be done. More should be done. And for 
the best results at the lowest cost, the work should 
be done through and by the Bible Societies. ‘The 
American, Bible Society will go just as far and do 
just as much as the Christian people of the United 
States request and make possible through the amount 
of their gifts. —Paul A. Collyer 


The American Bible Society provided funds for the mobile colpor- 
tage units shown here in the photograph above. The other pictures 
‘show how a European colporteur takes the Scriptures into the 
- areas where they have not in many cases been offered before. 
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Because of Love 
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Chaplain, American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 


In the fall of 1894 a coal barge, towed by a tugboat, 
was pulled alongside an old plantation wharf near Baton 
Rouge. The cargo was a group of patients afflicted with 
leprosy. This was the beginning of the United States 
Public Health Hospital in Carville, Louisiana. 


In its more than fifty years of existence more than 2,500 
patients have been admitted to the institution. There are 
more than 300 under treatment now. 

This is the story of these patients and how they draw 
comfort from their Bibles and in turn contribute to the 
Bible cause. 


HE SUFFERER from Hansen’s disease or leprosy car- 
AEs the double burden of a physical ailment and a 
social stigma. He needs both healing and acceptance. 
Since he is so often shunned by his fellow man, he turns 
to God and God’s Word for comfort and strength. ‘The 
Bible speaks to him and also voices his suffering and 
loneliness. Such passages as “‘My familiar friends have 
forgotten, me... OuLord, -/5°. 1 ery unto Thee daily”, 
*“Hear me, for I am poor and needy”, ‘““O Thou my God, 
save the soul of Thy servant that trusteth in Thee’, 
or “Thou, Lord, hast helped me, and comforted me”’, 
are more than just Bible quotations to victims of this 
affliction. They voice the depth of the soul’s anguish. 

But the Bible is not only food for daily strength, it 
is the well of hope from which the patients at Carville 
draw living water. They know the friendship and love 
of One who, when He was approached by the man “‘full 
of leprosy”, stretched forth His hand and touched him 
and said, “‘I will.” Their faith in Him creates the hope 
that His Church, following the example of the Master, 
will also stretch out a healing and restoring hand to them. 

One morning when I came from the hospital, I brought 
along the Bible of one of our patients for rebinding, 
Her hands were badly crippled and one foot had been 
amputated. Some of her face muscles had been paralyzed 
by the disease, and speech was difficult for her. The 
laborious task of learning to walk with an artificial limb 
had begun. As I left her room, she said, ‘‘Pastor, don’t 
forget to bring me another Bible to use until mine is re- 


This ts the chapel at Carville, Louisiana, where Bible 
Sunday each year has special meaning. 
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bound. I can’t get along without a Bible.’ She was given a 
New Testament furnished to me by the American Bible 
Society. Et 

Another patient said to me: “Chaplain, please bring” 
me a large-print New Testament. I want to read to 
Mrs.———in the room next to mine. She is blind and 
very lonesome. The Bible comforts her and me too.” 

Since Hansen’s disease often robs the hands of sensa- 
tion, blind sufferers cannot read Braille. They must de- 
pend on the recorded Bible or on a kind friend to read 
to them. In this case the person who offered to read 
had both feet amputated and both hands almost com- 
pletely absorbed. 

Bible Sunday is always a special day at the Protestant 
Chapel. It has been my custom for the past several | 
years to have on the pulpit an old Bible that has come 
down through our family from my great-great-grand- | 
father. The title page tells that it was published in “Bel- . 
fast, Ireland—1780.” Also displayed were several versions } 
of our English Bible, Bibles in Spanish and Greek and | 
Chinese. We have nationals who speak all these languages } 
as their native tongue. 

As the people assembled last year, they came on Bible + 
Sunday bearing gifts. Some of the blind tapped their | 
way along the familiar halls. Others had to be pushed in 
wheel chairs by their fellow patients. Still others slowly 
made their way on crutches. The offering plates were | 
placed at the two doors, and each gave as he was able. 
In the five years of our residence here these gifts to the 
American Bible Society have amounted to $156.91. Not 
out of abundance but because of love for God’s Word, 
they gave. 

With their gifts there is also a prayer—a prayer that 
the Christian Church will follow the example of the 
Master in showing mercy and understanding to them in 
their affliction. Their great hope is—and how long it has 
been deferred!—that their brethren in Christ will not 
regard them as loathsome and unclean, “‘smitten of God 
and afflicted,’? but rather will understand that Hansen’s 
disease is an ailment that requires the love and com- 
passion that Jesus both exemplified and commanded. 
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Bibles in Beirut 


Recently an American visitor to Lebanon stopped at a 
large hotel in Beirut. She noticed that there was no Bible | 
in her room and spoke to the manager about it. He said he | 
would place one in each of his fifty rooms if he had them. 

The visitor, Mrs. M. S. Parker, contacted Mr. Fouad 
Accad, representative of the American Bible Society in 
Beirut. She then contributed $50, with which Mr. Accad 
was able to supply French, Italian, Arabic and English 
Bibles. All of these languages are used in Beirut’s hotels. 


You may rent the film “Our Bible—How It Came to 
Us” by writing to your nearest American Bible Society 
office or to American Bible Society Visual Materials De- 
partment, 440 Fourth Avenue, New York 16. 
Continuous version, 84 min...... ome Care rental, $22.50 


Part 1, Formation of the Bible, 24 min.......e0 $ 8.00 
Part 2, The Bible Spreads Across Europe, 26 min. $ 8.00 
Part 3, Making of the English Bible, 35 min.... $ 9.00 
16mm-sound—black and white 
Free promotional material supplied upon request. 
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About the second or third century A.D. scribes copied the Bible by hand and thus preserved its message. 


OUR BIBLE—How It Came to Us 


Two years—more than a thousand bookings 


and half a million viewers 


wo YEARS have elapsed since the release of the 

Society’s motion picture, ““Our Bible—How It Came 
to Us.” Plans and preparation of the script occupied a 
decade, and the actual production took months of work 
by many people of assorted abilities. The first “preview” 
audiences were enthusiastic in their praise, but the all- 
important question remained: How would the picture 
be received by the churchgoing public? Would it accom- 
plish its self-evident purpose? 

Emphatically, the answer is yes! During 1955 more 
than a thousand bookings were made for the picture in 
its continuous editions. It was used at least another thou- 
sand times in the three-part version. This averaged close 
to forty bookings each week during the year. A safe esti- 
mate would be that a half million people saw the film in 


"1955. 


Favorably Received 


Users of Bible Society motion pictures are invited 
to send in comments about the pictures they use. 

Such reports from those who have used “Our Bible— 
How It Came to Us” have been overwhelmingly favorable. 
Ministers, educators—people in all walks of life—have 


written their appreciation. 
Overseas missionaries have asked when it will be 
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available in other languages. It is hoped that a Spanish 
edition may be produced, with the narration and dialogue 
in Spanish, and the latter part of the film remade to 
show how the Bible came into the Spanish language. 
Today this is but a hope for the future, but ten years ago 
the present picture was no more than such a hope. 


Spreading the Word 


“Our Bible—How It Came to Us” runs 84 minutes, is in 
16mm black-and-white film, with sound. Two editions 
are available—one, on two reels to be shown consecu- 
tively; the other, in three parts to be used over a period 
of time. The subject matter breaks naturally into three 
divisions: the early formation of the Bible, its spread 
across Europe and the making of the English Bible. The 
picture may be rented through any Bible Society office 
and from a few film libraries. Special arrangements have 
been made for supplying seminaries, national park visitors 
and our Armed Forces. 

It must be remembered that the program of motion 
pictures is not an end in itself, but one of several tech- 
niques used to help further the basic purpose of the Society: 
to encourage a wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures. 


— Henry H. Ragatz 
vp! 
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Pasquale Boccelli eagerly reads the Book of Isaiah, 


which he has just received 


In Beirut, Lebanon, Sheh Khaled reads his Braille 
Bible as his blind teacher listens 
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HELLY, 


KNOW of no other book which means so much to tho} 
I who are blind as does the Braille Bible. It enters th 
homes of the high and of the Jow alike, bringing loy 
and hope and faith to all. It is a book with power 7 
transform lives beyond all belief and comprehension. 

Sensitive finger-tip readers pressing over its dotte} 
pages soon find themselves with a new inner light, a visio 
which they had never experienced when they had the 
physical sight. 

The Braille Bible is the source book of the blind mini 
ter, of whom there are several hundred in the Unite 
States. It plays a large part in the rehabilitation of thi 
blind veteran, giving him faith and courage as he star? 
out again on a new road of life. 

Blindness knows no age. What a joy it is to witness 
blind child beginning to read his first volume in Braille 
First, the tiny fingers slowly but accurately spell out eac} 
letter; then a word, and finally a complete verse. Thi 
little face fairly glows with happy excitement. Once hf 
has gotten started, he will not stop until he has finisheé 
reading to you the whole Bible story! And you with equa 
joy will listen! 

Or who can measure the happiness of the woman wh¢ 
wrote: “Having been blind and without my Bible for tex 
years, I cannot express to you in words what my Bible ii 


Children of the Fourth-Grade Weekday Religious 
Education Class from the Indiana School for the 
Blind study the Book of Exodus 
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Braille Bible 


Braille means to me now. I had been so lonely before it 
ame to me.”’ 


Hundreds of bulky Scripture volumes find their way 
into the homes for the blind and the aged, and often the 
plind resident gladly shares his Braille Bible in bringing 
the Gospel message through his finger tips to sighted 
friends who gather around each morning “to start the 
| ay right.” Here is loving Christian fellowship! 

| To the blind who are confined to their homes and 
pDften to a single room because of other physical handi- 
paps, this Book of books is a constant source of joy and 
tomfort. It is the favorite gift at Christmas time and 
numerous birthdays become significantly memorable be- 
pause there arrived in the mail a package containing a erry Lea iia penton on tee 
deloved Portion of God’s Word. Braille Bible and often reads to her sighted 
The Braille Bible is often the only companion to those friends 

who, like Helen Keller, are without sight or hearing. It 


ee 


prings inspiration, guidance and light along their path 
as they go forward confidently, overcoming what was 
pefore dreary silence and utter darkness. 
In foreign lands where schools for the blind are few 
and far apart, the Bible is the textbook of the sightless. 
Pray that this great Book of love and brotherhood may 
be made available in increasing numbers in the native 
ongues of these needy ones who, though they never see 
the light of day, may be so greatly blessed with the inner 
ight of the Sun of Righteousness. 

—S. Ruth Barrett 
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Jacob Thomas has been for some months at the V.A. 


In Mexico, Sr. Guadalupe Hernandez, blind Bible distrib- Hospital in Oteen, North Carolina. As in the case of 


: ; ; ther blind veterans, his Braille Bible is a 
ospel of John in Spanish Braille to three many 0 : 
eer pie : constant source of cheer and comfort 
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Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into 
the sea: for they were fishers. 

And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, 
and I will make you to become fishers of men. 

And straightway they forsook their nets, and 
followed him. (Mark 1:16-19) 


In outward appearance the Bible lands, where 
Jesus taught and His disciples were called by 
Him, have changed little in the nineteen cen- 
turies since His crucifixion. The Sea of Galilee 
still mirrors the brown desert hills; the River 
Jordan still flows nearly seven hundred feet 
below sea level into the fourteen-mile-long lake; 
and fish are caught in casting-nets by fishermen 
who live in villages much like the dusty, hot 
Capernaum of Jesus’ time. 

These scenes, like the one above, are brought 
to us in the pages of the Illustrated New Testa- 
ment published by the American Bible So- 
ciety. Nearly 600 actual photographs and other 
illustrations are included opposite the pertinent 
New Testament text to help people know the 
world and times of Jesus of Nazareth. 

The Illustrated New Testament is available 
at $2, postpaid, from the nearest depository 
of the American Bible Society. A list of de- 
pository addresses appears in the directory on 
page 78. 
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These Are the 
Bible Lands 
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Fishermen, Not Farmers 


Recently Rev. Tsunetaro Miyakoda, General Secre-, 
tary of the Japan Bible Society, addressed an article in the 
Japan Christian Quarterly to missionaries in Japan. His 
subjects were patience and faith. 

“When the Lord Jesus selected his twelve disciples, He 
did not choose any farmers,” he wrote. “A certain com- 
mentator explains this fact by pointing out that farmers 
are men who expect to harvest a crop according to their 
labor. They work hard in the summer and they reap a 
crop in the fall. This is not so with fishermen. 

“Thousands of missionaries have come to Japan during 
the last century, yet the number of Japanese Christians 
has not yet reached the million mark. Far less, in fact. | 
But in spite of this, one must remember that the Scrip- } 
tures in Japanese have been circulated year after year and | 
read widely. | 

“You may not find Christians in your town, but many } 
are reading the Scriptures. There are many on the Lord’s } 
side who are not yet in the churches. The miraculous } 
draught of fishes is yet to come. Wait.” 


A Monumental Work 


The American Bible Society has received hundreds of 
letters of praise and gratitude for the publication of the I- 
lustrated New Testament. None was more appreciated, 
however, than the following letter from Rev. Ralph O. 
Marshall, minister of the Kirkpatrick Memorial Com- 
munity Church of Parma, Idaho: 

“J have just today received my copy of ‘The Good 
News’. I am in the midst of a terribly busy time, but I 
have spent the last hour leisurely thumbing through it. 

“Now I am torn between two desires. I want to continue 
reading—but I also want to write immediately and thank 
you for the splendid job you have done on this wonderful 
publication. Through the past several years I have become + 
increasingly grateful for and appreciative of your work. 
But I don’t think I am being extravagant when I describe + 
this publication as monumental. I will probably carry it | 
everywhere I go for the next several months.” ) 


Now They Have the Scriptures | 


Bible Society representatives have reported in the Record ' 
from time to time the complexities of work in the Philip- 
pines. There are scores of completely different languages. | 
Religious, cultural, economic and other differences be- | 
tween one island and another make the work of Scripture | 
distribution particularly difficult. Recently, however, | 
Agency Secretary Fonger wrote of the fruitful work of ! 
one Visayan colporteur. 

It was market day in the Barrio Mabini in the town of 
Cadiz. The colporteur had made an appointment to show f 
his books to a prospective purchaser. The customer was 
late; but while waiting, the colporteur was asked by a 
passer-by what he had inside his case. He took out a Bible 
and explained its contents. Soon others gathered around to 
hear about the Book, many for the first time, 

Before the man arrived for his appointment the colpor- 
teur had ten orders for Panayan Bibles. 


| 
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John 3:16 
Around the World 


N HIs interesting book, ‘‘God’s Word In Man’s 
Language,”’ Secretary Nida, who heads the Trans- 
lations Department of the American Bible Society, 
writes about the Shilluk natives of the Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan. 

He states that the Shilluk people speak of a stingy 
man as “‘having a big heart” and a generous man as 
“having a small heart.” 

**This seems ridiculous to us, but not to the Shilluk 
natives, who are every bit as well prepared to defend 
their idiom as we are ours,’ Dr. Nida continues. 
“They argue that a stingy, selfish man is one who 
has grabbed everything he can and has stored it away 
in his heart. Therefore his heart is large. However, 
the generous man is one who has given away prac- 
tically all that he had, and therefore his heart is 
small.” 

However generosity is expressed in different lan- 
guages, the thought remains that one of the best ways 
to be generous is to make an effort to know about 
peoples in foreign lands—to know where they are in 
the world, what they look like, and if possible, to 
learn something about their languages. 

To help make this possible, the American Bible 
Society has prepared a cut-out color puzzle called 
“John 3:16 Around the World.” On a single sheet of 
paper are drawings of foreign people in foreign 
scenes, and printed above or below each drawing is 
an actual reproduction of John 3:16 in the language 
spoken by the particular people who have been illus- 
trated. Languages include the unusual Hebrew, Greek, 
Japanese, Arabic, Chinese, Siamese and Russian 
scripts. Other languages include Tagalog, Malagasy, 
French, Navajo, Spanish, Aymara, Bulu, Portuguese 
and the language of the Gilbert Islands. 

Each drawing can be colored and cut out. Each 


‘one has a gummed back for pasting. 


Also included in the John 3:16 project is a world 
map with squares around it and lines drawn from 
various countries to each square. Children can paste 
in the right drawing with a line that points to the ap- 
propriate country. Lines won’t match if the drawing 
is in the wrong square. 

Also suitable for use with the cut-outs and map 
is a new children’s film strip entitled “Boys and Girls 


- Around the World Share the Bible.” 


- This is a basic presentation of the fact that the 
Scriptures have been translated into more than 1,000 
languages and that they are used by children around 
the world. It is of 30 frames, 35-mm black-and-white 
and includes a reading script. Film strips are $1.00 


and the cut-out projects are fifteen cents each. ‘Ten 


cut-out projects and one film strip will be provided 


for only $2.00. 
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From the Archives... 


pe MAGAZINES can boast of having been 
published for more than one hundred years. 
The Record is in the one-hundred-first year of 
publication in its present form. Under other 
titles also it has been sent out since 1818. With 
this issue we look back one hundred years to 
Volume 1, No. 5, and extract the following 
from the proceedings of the Fortieth Annual 
Meeting: 


“President (Theodore Frelinghuysen) ad- 
dressed the Society as follows: 


Another year has borne its tributes of changes, 
of joys and sorrows to the records of the past. 
And we are witnesses for God that while clouds and 
darkness are round about His throne, mercy and 
truth go before His face. In the review of the past 
it is pleasant to remember that amid the desola- 
tions of war among the nations of the Old World, 
the Bible found its way with words of hope and 
comfort to the dying soldier, the wounded andthe 
captive. We bless God that the sword sleeps in 
its scabbard again, and that we may hope for the 
day of mercy when men shall learn war no more. 
Let us urge on the hallowed enterprise of Bible 
circulation. The last hope of the nations and the 
best hope of our country, let us spread the knowl- 
edge of the Word of Life to the utmost bounds of 
ignorance and guilt. 


This admonition also appeared in the May 
1856 Record: 
The Way to Be Wise 
“Read, read the Bible to me,” said a boy too 
young to speak plain. “Read it loud after I lie 
down in my little bed. Then shall I be wise. And 
a ‘wise son maketh a glad father.’ ” 


The film strip and the cut-out puzzle are available 
from the nearest District Office of the American 
Bible Society (see directory on page 78), or you may 
fill out the coupon below. 


, American Bible Society, Department VM ' 

440 Fourth Avenue, N.Y., N.Y. 

Please send me: ' 
Number 


' “John 3:16 Around the World” cut-outs at fif- 
teen cents each 


__ “Share the Bible” film strips at $1.00 each 
Film strips and 10 cut-out sets at $2.00 each 


total 
| Name 
; Address 
| City _ __ Zone State 


a page for children 


Kee 

and the 
Good 
Shepherd 


My name is Kee. I am a Navajo. I live in Arizona. 
We call it “the land of our people.” For a long time I 
was very sad. Now I am happy. I should like to tell you 
how this happened. 

I go to the mission school. While I am at school my 
little sister Susibah and my grandfather watch over our 
herds of cattle and sheep. I can read English, and one 
day my teacher gave me the great book called the Bible. 
I was very proud and happy when I brought it home, but 
my grandfather was not happy. He told my parents that 
I was forgetting the ways of the Navajo. I was sad, too; 
for we Indians love and respect our old people, and all 
old people are wise. 

I read from this Book, but my parents and my grand- 
father could not understand. My grandfather asked me 
if God could speak Navajo; and if He could, why were 
there no books for His Indian people. ‘‘Perhaps,” he-said 
sadly, “‘“God is not for the Navajo people.” I thought 
about it. I asked my teacher. She told me that God loved 
the Navajos just as He loves all His people, but the people 
who make the books could not speak Navajo, and so the 
books were not ready. 

One day my teacher called me and gave me a little 
book written by a man named John. The book was in 
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the Navajo tongue. I took it home and said, ‘‘Look, 


grandfather, here is a book in our language. I will read } 
it for you.”” My grandfather sat very still and listened as } 


I read it to him. Susibah came and stood by his knee and 
listened. Pretty soon all the household was listening. 

It was a book about the Good Shepherd. John knew 
the Shepherd and walked with him in a hot, dry land 
like ours. There were many stories about the Good 
Shepherd in the book. 

My grandfather nodded his head as I read. When I 
had finished he said, ““Read again, Kee”: and I read 
again. Then my grandfather said, “It is good. God speaks 
our language too. I can talk to Him and know He hears 
me. ‘The mission school is good. The story is good. Always 
I will listen, for I would know more of this Shepherd.” 

My teacher told me that Jesus is the Shepherd of His 
people. He loves us and watches over us. I told my 
grandfather what she said, and he was very happy. 

“Just as I am shepherd of my sheep and watch over 
them,” he said, “‘so does God watch over us. Now we will 
not be afraid, for we know God cares about us.” 

All the old ones listened as my grandfather told them 
of the great Shepherd. He was very happy. Now I am 
happy, too; and in our house, with my family all is well. 
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greeted him. 


TRILINGUAL BIBLE CLASSES: 
The Scriptures are available in 
three languages—Spanish, Eng- 
lish and Cuna—at the Fort Clay- 
ton Chapel in the Canal Zone. 
Chaplain (Major) Robert B. 
Herndon has opened his chapel 
to young men from the San Blas 
Islands off Central America who 
work on nearby U. S. military 
bases. A Spanish pastor, Rev. 
Adalberto Santizo, works with 
the chaplain by teaching Scrip- 
ture lessons in Spanish, but he 
also distributes the Gospel of 
Mark in Cuna, the language of 
the San Blas Islands. The Ameri- 
can Bible Society madethe Scrip- 
itures available to the Chapel. 


re 


AFTERMATH OF TRAGEDY: Ardith Payne, 
nine, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, gets 
back her Bible from Mrs. Verna Thorne, 
a Kent County, Michigan, welfare work- 
er. Ardith and five of her seven brothers 
were hospitalized by a tornado which 
destroyed their home, killed their father. 
Ardith won the Bible a year ago for 
memorizing Bible verses. A telephone 
lineman found it two miles from her 


home (RNS). 
BIBLE SOGIETY RECORD 


BILLY GRAHAM IN JAPAN: An important event during the recent evangelistic 
tour of Billy Graham in Asia was his stop at the Bible House in Tokyo. Here 
Dr. Graham addresses leaders of the Japanese Christian Churches who 


GREEK TESTAMENTS ARRIVE: For several 
years trucks filled with books have been 
welcomed by soldiers at one military 
base after another throughout the King- 
dom of Greece. Here a load of Greek 
New Testaments provided by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society is unloaded for free 
distribution to Greek troops. 


SHIPMENT FOR KOREA: Since the first days of its operations, chaplains of the 
Republic of Korea Army Chaplains Corps have been aided and encouraged 
by U. S. Army chaplains and by the American Bible Society. The distribution 
of Korean Scriptures has been one of the mainstays of evangelism among 
Korean troops. Here, General Secretary Young Bin Im of the Korean Bible 
Society delivers 20,000 Korean New Testaments to American chaplains 
who will transport them to Korean chaplains at installations throughout 


South Korea. 
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SUMMER ISSUES 


There will be, as formerly, no 
June or August issues of the 


Bible Society Record. The July 
issue will reach subscribers a 
few days before August 1. 


Correspondence 


From a Veterans’ Hospital 


Gentlemen: 


The patients at this hospital made the en- 
closed contribution of $20.00 for the fur- 
therance of the work that you are doing. 
Through the years we have appreciated 
your contribution of Bibles to this and 
many other VA Hospitals. It is not our 
desire to attempt to pay for the service 
rendered but it is our hope that this small 
donation will help to lift some of the terrific 
financial burden that is on your shoulders. 


LEE A. THIGPEN, JR- 
Chaplain 

Kennedy Veterans’ Hospital 
Memphis, Tennessee 


* * * 


Forward Steps in Argentina 


The independent daily newspaper La 
Prensa in Buenos Aires, Argentina reported 
recently that the executive branch of the 
Argentine Government had issued a decree 
authorizing Sociedades Biblicas Unidas (the 
United Bible Societies) to issue two seals 
aimed at promoting knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures in Argentina. 

The decree was signed by General Aram- 
buru, the provisional President of Argentina. 

This is new evidence that those who dis- 
tribute the Bible, who have faced almost in- 
superable opposition, are now coming into 
brighter days for their important work. Not 
many years past, and indeed it is still true 
in many areas of Latin America, there was 
in Argentina official disapproval at almost 
every level for the promotion of Bible 
distribution. Now there is sanction at the 
highest level. 

Before his recent death the late Dr. 
Charles W. Turner, Secretary of the La 
Plata Joint Agency (Argentina and Uru- 
guay and Paraguay), wrote to the American 
Bible Society of his joy at the announce- 
ment in La Prensa: 

““We are greatly encouraged with this en- 
tirely unsolicited piece of publicity. We had 
already received authorization from the 
postal authorities but had no idea that the 
matter would have to go to the executive 
branch for approval. I believe this is a good 
indication of the attitude of the government 
toward our work. I know you will rejoice 
with those who have the welfare of the 
Bible Societies [in Argentina] so much at 
heart.” 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
1956 MAY 1956 
Day Book Chapter | Day Book Chapter 
15 Galatians 3:1-29 / 25 Acts 5:1-16 
16 Galatians 4:1-31 | 26 Acts 5:17-42 
17 Galatians 5:1-26 Sunday 
18 Galatians 6:1-18 27 Acts 6:1-15 
19 Acts 1:1-26 28 Acts 7:1-36 

Pentecost 29 Acts 7:37-60 
20 Acts 2:1-21 30 Deuteronomy 
21 Acts 2:22-47 6:1-25 
22 Acts 3:1-26 31 Deuteronomy 
23 Acts 4:1-12 31:1-13 
24 Acts 4:13-37 
1956 JUNE 1956 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Acts 8:1-25 18 2 Corinthians 
2 Acts 8:26-40 3:1-18 
Sunday 19 2 Corinthians 
3 Acts 9:1-22 4:1-18 
4 Acts 9:23-43 20 2 Corinthians 
5 Acts 10:1-18 | 5:1-21 
6 Acts 10:19-48 21 2 Corinthians 
7 Acts 11:1-30 6:1-18 
8 Acts 12:1-25 22 2 Corinthians 
9 Genesis 18:16-33 9:1-15 
Sunday 23 2 Corinthians 
10 Genesis 22:1-14 11:1-33 
11 Genesis 25:19-34 Sunday 
12 Genesis 28:1-22 24 2 Corinthians 
13. Genesis 32:22-32 12:1-21 
14 Exodus 32:1-14 25 Ephesians 1:1-23 
15 Exodus 32:15-35 26 Ephesians 2:1-22 
16 Song of 27 Ephesians 3:1-21 
Solomon 2:1-17 | 28 Ephesians 4:1-32 
Sunday | 29 Ephesians 5:1-33 
17 2 Corinthians | 30 Ephesians 6:1-24 
1:1-24 | 
1956 JULY 1956 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
Sunday Sunday 
1 Exodus 3:1-22 | 15 Psalms 127:1-5 
2 Exodus 14:1-31 16 Psalms 128:1-6 
3. Exodus 15:1-27 17 Psalms. 140:1-13 
4 Deuteronomy 18 Mark 12:1-17 
8:1-20 19 Mark 12:18-44 
5 Leviticus 16:3-22 20 Mark 14:1-42 
6 1 Samuel15:13-26 2 Mark 14:43-72 
7 1 Samuel 17:1-29 Sunday 
Sunday } 22 Mark 15:1-28 
8 1 Samuel17:30-58 | 23 Mark 15:29-47 
9 2 Samuel 11:1-17 | 24 Mark 16:1-20 
10 2 Samuel 12:1-14 | 25 Romans 1:1-32 
11 2 Kings 2:1-15 | 26 Romans 2:1-29 
12. 1 Chronicles 27 Romans §:1-21 
11:1-19 | 28 Romans 6:1-23 
13. 1 Chronicles / Sunday 
16:7-36 | 29 Romans § 7:1-25 
14 Psalms 116:1-19 30 Romans 10:1-21 
31 Romans 13:1-14 


A list of Daily Readings for the entire 
year may be obtained by writing to the 
Publicity Department, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22. 


From an Alaska Air Base 


Dear Sirs: 


Enclosed is a check from offerings re- 
ceived on Universal Bible Sunday at our 
Base Chapel Protestant services. 


While the amount of the collections at 


’ 


A 


the three services was not large it is amaz- _ 


ing that it was that large, since on that 
morning the temperature was 52 degrees 
below zero, and our Chapel is not close to 
either the troop or the housing area. 


Enclosed also is a request for some Bibles 
to be used in connection with our religious 
program here at Eielson. 


Thank you very much. 


ADLATI C. HOLLER, JR. 
Chaplain, USAF 
Eielson Air Force Base 
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foo whirling through the Greenland sky or 
Testaments in igloos—which seems the most odd? 
Certainly Samuel Kleinschmidt, a Moravian missionary in 
Greenland a hundred years ago, would have been much 
more incredulous of the former than the latter. 

Born in Greenland, the son of a Moravian missionary 
who had translated the New Testament into the language 
of the Greenland Eskimos, Samuel Kleinschmidt returned 
to Greenland in 1840 and devoted his life to revising and 
improving the Scriptures for these Eskimos. 

After his death his New Testament was published in 
1893 at the expense of the Danish government, and the 
first whole Bible appeared in 1900. Work had started in 
this form of the Eskimo language in the early eighteenth 
century, and a translation of the Gospels by Paul Egede, 
published in 1744, was followed by a New Testament in 
1766. Thé British and Foreign Bible Society and the Dan- 
ish Bible Society helped with various revisions of the New 
Testament during the nineteenth century. 

As to helicopters, they came in with the U.S. Navy in 
the middle of the twentieth century. The cold, clear air 
north of the Arctic Circle, so long silent except for the cry 
of birds, the grinding and cracking of ice and the howling 
of storms, is now not infrequently filled with the roar of 
great planes and the whirring of giant ‘‘eggbeaters.”’ 

On August 25, 1953 Lt. Comdr. William D. Juraschek 
was flying a helicopter far up the west coast of Greenland 
on a routine flight from the U.S.S. Atka, a Navy icebreak- 
er, when he spotted a deserted village, which he descended 
to explore. Within an abandoned igloo was a well-worn 
copy of a New Testament, which he took to be Danish. 

Recently Mrs. Juraschek sent the book to the American 
Bible Society for its historical collection. Here it was found 
that the book was in the language of the Greenland Eski- 
mos, the first printing of the New Testament in the text 
prepared by Samuel Kleinschmidt. The pages are loose 
and stained. The cover is worn but carefully repaired with 
a cloth patch and strong stitches, and the leather backstrip 
has been oiled. Inserted is a part of an almanac for 1946, 
which shows the time of sunrises and sunsets, among other 
things. Elsewhere is a paper with a list of Eskimo names 
and some numerals, with a mimeographed Eskimo hymn. 

Off from the igloo went the black book in the helicopter, 


The Bible Comes Back 
(Continued from page 66) 


do not appear to possess a copy of the Bible or even 
of the New Testament. The Bible Societies have now 
become aware of this situation and consider it their 
duty to try to remedy it. On the other hand an in- 
creasing number of continental Societies are becom- 
ing aware of their responsibility to help in providing 
Scriptures for people throughout the world. Even in 
countries like Eastern Germany and Hungary the 
wish is being expressed to be able to participate in 
this immense and splendid privilege of giving to 
people of all languages and nations, as a means of 
their salvation, this Book of the Good News. 

“Also in Europe there is a trend toward a recog- 
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The Book Was Cherished 


f 


This New Testament in the Greenland Eskimo language, found 

recently by a Navy helicopter pilot in a deserted Greenland 

igloo, 1s well worn but had received careful attention. The title 

page (left) carries the date of publication, 1893. At the right is 

a prece of anmal sinew which lay between the pages, of the kind 
evidently used to mend the tattered binding. 


to be looked at by a variety of U.S. Navy personnel; and 
now it comes to rest in the library of the American Bible 
Society. One continues to wonder if it was left in the igloo 
by a missionary or an Eskimo preacher and under what cir- 
cumstances. 

For another area to which Moravian missionaries are 
bringing the Word of God to people living in the Far North, 
the American Bible Society is now printing a first New 
Testament for the Kuskokwim Eskimos in Alaska. 

Thus, far north of the Arctic Circle, just asin the jungles 
of Southeast Asia, can be found the Scriptures in the lan- 
guage of the people. Inside the cover of this New Testa- 
ment, in the language of the Greenland Eskimos there is 
bound more than God’s Word. In it lies the devotion of 
those who serve the mission of the Bible Society—its con- 
tributors, translators and distributors. The well-worn and 
carefully mended book is vivid evidence that the mission is 
being well carried out. We are grateful to Mrs. Juraschek 
and her husband. — Margaret T. Hills 


nition of the interdependence of Churches and Bible So- 
cletites. A Church which does not support and en- 
courage the work of the Bible Societies is failing in 
one of its tasks. The missionary enterprise without - 
the Bible is unthinkable. ‘To support the missions 
without at the same time supporting the translation, 
production and missionary distribution of the Scrip- 
tures is only a half measure. But a Bible Society is 
also failing in its duty when it omits to recall the 
Church to its responsibility in relation to Bible work 
and ceases to be, within the Church, a constant re- 
minder of one of the essential forms of the missionary 
commission which Jesus Christ entrusted to His 
people. Every truly responsible Bible Society should 
be a ferment in the life of a Church; this is where the 
spiritual responsibility of the Bible Society lies...” 


19 


VHE .BIBELE 


speaks 


ae Pee = 


fo the B | | nd Mrs. Betty Thacher spends many happy hours with 


her Talking Book records 


Will you help 


in bringing the spiritual light 


to such as these. 


The Society urgently 
needs— 


$50,000 to meet the increas- 
ing appeals for the Bible 
‘ 


in Braille 


in Moon 


2 
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on Talking Booksrecords 


Blind Korean orphans reading the Gospel of Luke in Korean Braille— 
the youngest child has read to wounded veterans and in Churches 
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